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Cexkist 1. YpaBiiHHS €KOHOMIKOIO JIEp’KaBH B yMOBaXx TII00abHUX TIEPETBOPEHD
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DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM IN UKRAINE IN THE CONDITIONS
OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

The European Union is a complex and unique formation in the modern system of
international relations. Historically, European integration from a political and institutional
standpoint is a process of gradual delegation (transfer) of national powers from local governing
bodies to European ones. This is the basic structural principle of the EU which reflects its
original political system. The EU's political model is characterized by a well-defined culture of
dialogue, searching of compromise and a deep mix of international cooperation and integration.
This leads to the formation of transnational networks responsible for interaction and decision-
making. The European Union is gradually expanding its borders and strengthening relationship
with non-member countries. Based on this, we can say that the European Union is the largest
and most powerful political player on the European continent [1].

In the context of Ukraine's integration into the European community, the issue of
changes in the tourism policy of our country is acute. Tourism is recognized as a priority area
for development, which will determine the specialization of this area in the future. Ukraine will
be able to count on cooperation with highly developed countries, as well as the opportunity to
use their experience from integration. These factors serve as a guarantee of success, and should
help the Ukrainian authorities to develop and implement their own Ukrainian strategy for
tourism policy. Adaptation of experience from highly developed countries will ensure the
implementation of EU norms, which in turn will be a significant contribution to the contacts
establishing process and Ukraine’s integration into the EU [3].

The tourism industry is a leader in this process, as it is a highly profitable part of the
world economy. Developed countries pay a lot of attention to the development of the tourism
business on their territory. The set of social relations that are formed in the implementation of
tourism activities, namely the creation, distribution, exchange, and consumption of tourism
products (tourism services) is called the economy of tourism business. It is an integral part of
the economic complex of any country and is a catalyst for economic growth [2].

It is difficult to overate the importance of the tourism contribution to the national
economy development of any country. This has happened due to the fact that there are
absolutely objective factors that create the foundation for tourism. Prerequisites for the tourism
development are created on the basis of geographical, economic, historical, and cultural
factors. In order to determine the peculiarities for development of the tourism business in
Ukraine, it is necessary to identify opportunities and obstacles for the further development of
this industry on a long-term basis. Ukraine's signing of the Association Agreement with the EU
has changed the role of the tourism industry in the country's socio-economic development. At
the moment the tourism industry needs to work on improving the mechanisms of state control
and tourism sector management, and the main goal of the new tourism policy should be
creation comfortable and favorable conditions for the development of both tourism and related
industries.
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PROBLEMS OF TOURISM IN UKRAINE IN THE CONDITIONS
OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

Nowadays the Ukrainian leadership in the development of the tourism industry focuses
on the development of tourism infrastructure and transport corridors. Also, much attention is
paid to tourist services quality control of coming to the end consumer - the client. It is obvious
that the integration into the EU involves the introduction of European standards and norms not
only in tourism but also in education, and involves the promotion of their own scientific,
technical and cultural achievements in the EU. These steps should work to enhance Ukraine's
cultural identity with other EU nations, as well as to join the pan-European educational,
intellectual and scientific, and technical environment. [1]

Ukraine must focus on the further development of democracy, and political stability and
has to pay attention to the correct definition of economic development priority areas. And
Ukraine's accession to the EU will be able to ensure the creation of a highly profitable tourism
industry that will be able to meet the needs of domestic and international tourism. To do this,
properly assess the strength of recreational, cultural, historical, climatic, and social-economic
potential of the country need to be done, as well as the national characteristics of the Ukrainian
people. Currently, there are a number of problems that hinder the further development of the
tourism industry in Ukraine, even in the context of European integration. The situation is
exacerbated by the fact that no steps are being taken to solve out these issues. For example,
Ukraine has been waiting for visa facilitation and the complete abolition of the EU since 2005.
Recently, we received a decision from the EU to abolish visas for us, but unfortunately, this
has not become the basis for the successful development of the tourism business in Ukraine. It
is known that in the world ranking of tourism competitiveness which is being developed at the
World Economic Forum, Ukraine has risen by 10 positions in recent years and in 2019 ranks
78th among 136 countries and territories. This ranking covers the following key parameters:
prices, security level, available infrastructure, health care, cultural resources and openness to
international cooperation. Generally, it cannot be said that development is completely absent,
but its pace is clearly too small to catch up with the countries that occupy the leading positions
in this ranking. [2]

Besides, we need to mention the condition of Ukrainian roads, because Europeans are
reluctant to drive on them, although with the assistance of the President of Ukraine and the
development program "Large Construction™ many roads of international importance have been
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