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CORRESPONDENCE EDUCATION IN THE CONDITIONS OF QUARANTINE AS A
TRANSITIONAL STEP TO DISTANCE EDUCATION

The current situation with the epidemic situation of COVID-19 has brought
new conditions of life in all spheres. It appeared that many sectors of business and
public life were not ready to exist in modern circumstances. The reality demanded
change and higher education is not an exception. Distance education has become the
subject of study for teachers and investigators.

The aim of the investigation here is to explain the difference between
correspondence education and distance education.

To reach the aim the following tasks should be solved: to define the terms
“correspondence education” and “distance education”; to outline the advantages and
disadvantages of both types.

Decades ago the advent of the internet and the constant improvement in
technology has affected every sphere of living for people. Technology has impacted
education not only in the methods that it uses to teach, but also in the way in which it
Is delivered to students. Before the internet, students from all over the world would
have no other option but to attend university in person.

However, times have changed and distance education or distance learning is a
method of studying where students do not need to be present in a physical classroom,
but can take classes and learn through virtual methods. This method of learning uses
the internet’s advantages and can be done through broadcasting live lectures or pre-
recorded videos.

The courses can be live broadcasts, with a certain schedule and you will have
to be present in those broadcasts. You might be able to see the professor and you
might also be required to turn on your camera so the professor can also see the rest of
his or her class. The lecture is then delivered as it normally would in a physical
classroom [3].

Besides live broadcast, the course could also be taught through pre-recorded
lectures. This could mean that each lecture is scheduled to be posted at a certain time
and you will typically have one week to watch it, before the next lecture is posted. On
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the other hand, video lectures could all be posted at the beginning of the course and
you can go through the videos at your own pace without a schedule [1].

Nevertheless, all these methods of distance learning have the same things in
common. In each lecture the instructor will communicate the relevant information to
the course, which is usually outlined in a syllabus. Assessment and tasks for
individual preparation may be posted on the site of the establishment or on the online
platform like Moodle.

Correspondence education was invented due to the inability of people to attend
courses in physical presence. These were people who were working and did not have
free time during regular class hours. So, to make education more accessible to them,
educational institutions decided to give them the opportunity to have their course
materials mailed to them, wherein they would then teach themselves at their own
pace. Nowadays, correspondence education is still a widespread used method, except
that course materials are sent directly to the students via e-mail or some other form
through the internet.

Unlike distance education, where students and the instructor can communicate
with each other freely through virtual methods, correspondence education is more a
one-way communication between instructor and student. The instructor sends the
student the materials and the student is responsible for acquiring the required
knowledge to pass examinations. On one hand, correspondence education gives more
freedom to students, since once the course materials are delivered to the student, it is
entirely his or her responsibility to learn it.

On the other hand, for correspondence education to be successful, students
have to be motivated to learn on their own without any encouragement from fellow
peers or educators to guide them throughout the material and offer advice and
insights [2].

So, the advantages of distance learning are: you can take courses and learn
from any university and/or instructor in the world; you make your own studying
schedule during the time the course is given; you canget a degree from any
university without leaving your home country as long as you complete the required
courses successfully; you do not need to leave your employment position, but can
study whenever you have time and your job schedule allows it; you can communicate
and interact not only with the professor through virtual means, but also with other
people around the world who are taking the same course as you.

The disadvantages of distance education are as follows: lack of physical social
interaction that is found in a typical, traditional classroom; it does not fit all types of
learners. If you are someone who needs constant motivation and support from
professors or instructors, then distance learning is not for you, since instructors are
not always available to offer assistance in the same way that they would be in a
traditional classroom; you need to be technologically savvy. If you are a person who
Is not as comfortable to working with technology, then distance learning will not suit
you.

To summarize the information above and the acquired experience it is worth to
be noted, that the study during the period of quarantine in Mukachevo State
University appeared to be a transitional step between correspondence and distance
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education. It should be mentioned, that distance learning has many benefits which the
physical classroom and correspondence learning do not necessarily have. Despite
distance learning advantages and disadvantages, it is up to each person to weigh the
costs and benefits of enrolling in a virtual classroom or attending a class in person.
Both options give different types of learners a comfortable environment to gain new
knowledge and skills, and accommodate their educational needs. As the world
changes, Ukrainian educational system and Mukachevo State University as its part
should be prepared to the transition to distance learning.
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AKTYAJIBHICTb ®OPMYBAHHSI CYB’€KTHOCTI MAFII_?YTHIX BAKAJIABPIB
IHO3EMHOI MOBH SIK CKJIAZOBOI ITIPO®ECIMHOI IIEHTUYHOCTI

B ymoBax cBiTOBHX TJI00ami3aliifHUX MPOIIECIiB OE3MEepEepBHO POCTE IHTEPEC 10
npobaeMu npodeciitHoi i1eHTUHYHOCTI (haxiBIliB, Y TOMY YHCIi MaiiOyTHIX OakasiaBpiB
iHO3eMHO1 MOBH. [IpodeciiiHe KOHCTPYIOBaHHS OCOOMCTOCTI — TPUBAJIMN MPOIIEC,
SIKUW TIOUMHAETHCS 3 BUOOPY Mpodecii 1 3aBepIIy€eThCs MOBHOKO MpodecioHai3aIliero
ocobuctocti. Ilin BIUIMBOM COIIabHUX, €KOHOMIYHUX, MOJITUYHUX 1 KYJIBTYpPHUX
YUHHUKIB 3’SBIAIOTECS HOBI BUMOTH 0 OpraHizaiii mnpodeciiiHo-opieHTOBaHOTO
HaBYaHHS MaiOyTHIX (QuronoriB, BIiIOYBA€ThCS TMEPEOCMUCICHHS  IPOIECY
CaMOBHM3HAYEHHS, CTAHOBJICHHSI OCOOMCTOCTI (haxiBIIs.

B ymoBax mpoBenenoi B YkpaiHi pedopMu OCBITHU OCOOJMBOTO 3HAYCHHS
ChOro/H1 HaOyBae mpodeciiiHa MATOTOBKAa MalOyTHIX OakajiaBpiB 1HO3EMHOT MOBH,
SKUM HAJICKUTH MPAIIOBATH B YMOBaxX HOBOi OCBITHBOI MapaJurMu i 3abe3medyBaTu
SKICTh HaBYaHHSA, IO BIANOBiTae cydacHUM BuMoram. CoIliaJbHe 3aMOBJICHHS
CYCIIUJIbCTBA IMIOAO MpOQeciiHOi MOBHOT OCBITH BH3HAYAETHCA SIK CBITOBUMH
TEHACHI[IIMHA, TaK 1 CTaHOM 30BHINIHBOI TOJITUKH JepKaBH. Y 3B 53Ky 3
PO3IMIMPEHHAM MDKHAPOJAHUX KOHTAKTIB ChOTOJIHI 3’ SIBJSIOTHCS HOBI MOKJIMBOCTI Ta
MEePCIEKTUBU CHIBIpali 3 3apyODKHUMHU KpaiHamu, a 3HA4uTh, npodeciiiHa MOBHA
OCBITa B Cy4aCHHUX yYMOBaX IMOKJIMKaHa 3a0€3MEUYUTH MIATOTOBKY (paxiBIlIB, 3aTHUX
10 €()EKTUBHOTO KYJIbTYpPHOTO, MPO(]ECIMHOrO0 Ta OCOOMCTICHOTO CITUIKYBaHHS 3
HOCISIMM 1HIIOMOBHOI KynbTypu. lle moTpebye ycBigomiieHOTro (PyHKIIOHAIBHOTO
€K3UCTEHIIITHOTO 3JIUTTS JIIOAUHU 1 Tpodecii, po3yMiHHs CBO€T npodecii, NpUHATTS
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