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THE PHENOMENON OF “CULTURAL COMPETENCE” 

IN INTERDISCIPLINARY SCIENTIFIC DISCOURSE 

An important place in the scientific discourse is the question of what 

competencies a specialist should possess in order to meet the requirements of time and 

society. The modern economy sets completely new requirements not actually for the 

fulfillment of set goals, but for how tasks are performed, how quickly a person orients 

and adapts to the changing conditions of today. One must possess a whole range of 

personal, psychophysiological, moral-aesthetic, volitional, emotional qualities 

necessary for the successful development of one’s own potential, be aware of the 

understanding of the direction vector of one’s own cognitive activity, effective 

cooperation and communication, form critical thinking, interdisciplinary and the ability 

to predict the consequences of one’s actions. That is, a person must possess key 

competencies that are necessary in modern realities. Cultural competence is identified 

as one of the key ones. 

Dr. Madeleine M. Leininger proposed the anthropological concept culture in 

nursing in her book “Nursing and Anthropology: Two Worlds to Blend” and described 

culturally appropriate care for patients, which contributed to the emergence of the 

concept of culturally competent care [5, p. 269]. The term “cultural competence” was 
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first mentioned in the work of Terry L. Cross and her colleagues in 1989, “Towards a 

Culturally Competent System of Care”, where cultural competence is defined as: “a set 

of congruent behaviors, attitudes, and policies that come together in a system, agency, 

or among professionals and enables that system, agency, or those professionals to work 

effectively in cross-cultural situations” [6, p. 7]. For a long time, the phenomenon of 

cultural competence extended not only to people, but also to organizations and was 

understood as a system of values and principles, a level of skills and knowledge that 

enable the company to cooperate with people of different ethnic or racial affiliations. 

In the modern interdisciplinary scientific discourse, cultural competence is 

equated with the level of human adaptability to the cultural, communication, 

technogenic environment; the ability to navigate the information flow and feel 

comfortable in a multicultural globalized world. In pedagogical works, we find the 

interpretation of cultural competence as an individual’s ability to intellectually and 

mentally grow through constant, continuous learning of new things and studying the 

cultural heritage of predecessors, their wisdom and cultural values, as well as the 

presence of communication skills and interaction with people belonging to different 

cultures. 

The State Standard of Primary Education (2018) does not define cultural 

competence. At the same time, it is stated that this competence involves the 

involvement of students in various types of artistic creativity (visual, musical and other 

types of arts) by revealing and developing natural abilities, creative expression of 

personality [1]. 

In the “New Ukrainian School” Concept, “awareness and self-expression in the 

field of culture” is defined as one of the key components for life, which is interpreted 

as “the ability to understand works of art, to form one’s own artistic tastes, to 

independently express ideas, experiences and feelings with the help of art; implies a 

deep understanding of one’s own national identity as the basis of an open attitude and 

respect for the diversity of cultural expression of others” [4, p. 12]. 

Scientists (O. Lobova, A. Sbruieva, M. Boychenko) consider the cultural 

competence of students “as an integrated personal formation that combines knowledge, 



33 

 

views, values, abilities and skills in the field of national and world culture, the ability 

to perceive, at an accessible level to analyze and evaluate cultural phenomena, 

practically apply the acquired experience of cultural activities in life” [3, p. 269]. 

It should be noted that the State Standard of Primary Education defines the 

educational fields mastered by primary school students in the educational process. The 

document also states that “the competence potential of each educational field ensures 

the formation of all key competences” [1]. The Concept of the New Ukrainian School 

states that “all competencies are equally important and interconnected. Children 

acquire each of them while studying various subjects at all stages of education” [4, 

p. 12]. That is, each educational field enables the formation of various key 

competencies. 

So, cultural competence is formed during the mastering of the artistic 

educational field, as well as during the study of other educational fields. And vice versa 

‒ the art education sector makes it possible to form cultural and other competences. 

Note that cultural competence as a core for the art education field is integral to other 

key competences. 
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